
CU Buffs coaches to tour state

Hawkins, Kritza, Lappe, Boyle to hit every stop
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The Buffs are hitting the road. 

The Colorado athletic department will embark on a statewide tour next week, with CU coaches, staff and student-athletes 
visiting various cities and towns throughout the state.  

Four of CU`s head coaches -- football coach Dan Hawkins, basketball coaches Tad Boyle and Linda Lappe, and volleyball 
coach Liz Kritza -- will make every stop on the tour, along with athletic director Mike Bohn.  

A CU press release said most of CU`s other head coaches will be on the tour at least one day, with student-athletes and 
other department personnel also joining the tour.  

"We look forward to having the opportunity to visit many of the outstanding communities of our great state," Bohn said in 
the release. "We have successfully held productive town hall meetings in and around Boulder and Denver, but we 
recognize we are fortunate to have stakeholders who support the flagship institution throughout the state and we want to 
personally visit them to express our gratitude for their support and share the bright future of Buff athletics and the 
university. We are excited to expand our outreach efforts throughout the summer and visit even more Colorado 
communities"  

The tour will begin Monday at Colorado National Golf Course in Erie. Other stops on the tour include Colorado Springs, 
Pueblo, Edwards, Dillon, Fort Morgan, Greeley, Loveland, Longmont, with the last stop scheduled for May 21 in Broomfield  

The public is invited to all stops. To RSVP for a specific stop, or to find more information, go to CUBuffs.com/statetour.  

CU state tour  

Monday, May 17  

8 a.m. -- Breakfast, Erie, Colorado National Golf Course (2700 Vista Pkwy.)  

Noon -- Lunch, Colorado Springs, Champps Sports Bar (1765 Briargate Pkwy.)  

5 p.m. -- Happy Hour, Pueblo, Walking Stick Golf Course (4301 Walking Stick Blvd.)  

Wednesday, May 19  

Noon -- Lunch, Edwards, E Town (295 Main St.)  

5 p.m. -- Happy hour, Dillon, Dillon Dam Brewery Restaurant (100 Little Dam St.)  

Thursday, May 20  

Noon -- Lunch, Fort Morgan, The Country Steak Out (19592 East 8th Ave.)  

5 p.m. -- Happy hour, Greeley, Greeley Country Club (4500 10th St.)  

Friday, May 21  
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9 a.m. -- Breakfast, Loveland, Davidson-Gebhardt Car Dealership (3880 Test Cir.)  

11:30 a.m. -- Lunch, Longmont, Old Chicago (1805 Industrial Cir.)  

5 p.m. -- Happy Hour, Broomfield, Omni Interlocken Hotel (500 Interlocken Blvd.) 
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 CU coaches set for  
state barnstorming  
tour 
 
The Denver Post  
Posted: 05/12/2010 01:26:21 PM MDT 
 
Updated: 05/12/2010 01:36:54 PM MDT 
 

 For the first time in more than a decade, coaches  
representing the entire Colorado athletic  
department will embark on a "state tour" to  
interact with fans and supporters throughout  
Colorado. The Buff tour is scheduled to begin  
Monday with stops in Erie, Colorado Springs and  
Pueblo. 
 

Colorado athletic director Mike Bohn will be  
joined at all stops by football coach Dan  
Hawkins, men's basketball coach Tad Boyle,  
women's basketball coach Linda Lappe and  
women's volleyball coach Liz Kritza. Student- 
athletes and other CU coaches will make one- 
day visits. 
 
Bohn has conducted "town hall meetings" in  
recent years, and Hawkins participated in a 2008  
"Hawk Talk Tour." But this will be Colorado's first  
department-wide state tour since  
 

1999. 
 
"We look forward to having the opportunity to  
visit many of the outstanding communities of our  
great state," Bohn said in a CU news release.  
"We are excited to expand our outreach efforts  
throughout the summer and visit even more  
Colorado communities." 
 

Advertisement

Colorado head coach Dan Hawkins. 

(Andy Cross, The Denver Post) 

Blog: All Things Buffs 

 
The Post's Tom Kensler posts 
analysis, notes and minutiae on this 
blog devoted to CU athletics. 
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 The public can RSVP for an event at cubuffs. 
com/statetour. 
 
  
 
SCHEDULE 
 
 
Monday (May 17) 
 
8 a.m. breakfast -- Erie: Colorado National Golf  
Course (2700 Vista Pkway.) 
 
Noon lunch -- Colorado Springs: Champps Sports  
Bar (1765 Briargate Pkwy.) 
 
5 p.m. happy hour -- Pueblo: Walking Stick Golf  
Course (4301 Walking Stick Blvd.) 
 
  
 
Wednesday 
 
Noon lunch -- Edwards: E Town (295 Main St.) 
 
5 p.m. happy hour -- Dillon: Dillon Dam Brewery  
Restaurant (100 Little Dam St.) 
 
  
 
Thursday 
 
Noon lunch -- Fort Morgan: The Country Steak  
Out (19592 East 8th Ave.) 
 

5 p.m. happy hour -- Greeley: Greeley Country  
Club (4500 10th St.) 
 
  
 
Friday
 
9 a.m. breakfast - Loveland: Davidson-Gebhardt  
Car Dealership (3880 Test Circle) 
 
11:30 a.m. lunch - Longmont: Old Chicago (1805  
Industrial Circle) 
 
5 p.m. happy hour - Broomfield: Omni  
Interlocken Hotel (500 Interlocken Blvd.) 
 
  
 

Advertisement
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Buffs coaches stampeding to Morgan
Posted:05/12/2010 12:07:16 PM MDT

The University of Colorado 2010 coaches tour, “Stampeding the State,” will make a stop in Fort Morgan on Thursday, May 
20. 
The tour will be in town for a noon luncheon that day at the Country Steak-Out. 
Coaches Tad Boyle (men’s basketball), Dan Hawkins (football) and Linda Lappe (women’s basketball) and some student 
athletes are scheduled to by on hand. 
Cost for the lunch is $5. 
Those planning to attend are asked to contact CU by Friday, May 14, at (303) 492-5497 or www.CUBuffs.com/statetour or 
contact Allan Goetz, 380-1096 or Jeff Schauermann, 380-1782 by Wednesday, May 19.
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Are the CU Buffs a candidate to move? Pac-10`s Scott discusses 
expansion

By Kyle Ringo Camera Sports Writer Conference expansion was one of the first topics Pac-10 commissioner 
Boulder Daily Camera

Posted:05/12/2010 11:49:18 PM MDT

Conference expansion was one of the first topics Pac-10 commissioner Larry Scott was asked about last year when he 
was hired. It has dominated much of his time and energy since he acknowledged the conference was open to a new way 
forward and possibly starting a championship game in football. 

The Pac-10 previously invited the University of Colorado to join its ranks in the mid-1990s, but CU leaders decided to 
remain with old friends in the newly formed Big 12. CU is once again a leading contender for a Pac-10 invitation if Scott 
and the league's presidents decide bigger is better for the Pac-10's future. Colorado would bring the 16th largest television 
market in the nation and one not currently in the Pac-10, and it fits well academically as an AAU research institution. 

Scott talked with the Camera on Wednesday about the process the Pac-10 is going through to make its decision. He did 
not answer questions specific to particular schools and made it clear the Pac-10 is probably still months away from a 
decision about its future. 

Where do things stand right now in the process you are going through to decide whether or not the Pac-10 will 
expand?  

“We're on course with the timing and process that we've talked about previously, which is going through an examination of 
our conference and different strategic options that we have going forward in preparation for our upcoming media 
negotiations which start in 2011. So this year is the time frame within which we are examining this, and we'll make a 
determination as to whether we will expand or not, and if so, what the nature of it will be.” 

Was there anything concrete that came out of the meetings with the Big 12 and Pac-10 athletic directors last week 
in Phoenix?  

“No. It was a continuation of a dialogue that was started with Big 12 commissioner Dan Beebe back in the fall. We had 
meetings to outline a possible framework for cooperation between out two conferences, and those conversations had 
continued in the ensuing months and concepts have been developed. Last week was just a great opportunity around Pac-
10 spring meetings, with several Big 12 athletic directors in Phoenix, to get those groups together to give some air time to 
some of the ideas that commissioner Beebe and I had been discussing and get some reactions and some discussion 
going amongst the athletic directors. The discussions were positive. We got good feedback and we were encouraged to 
further develop some of the concepts and ideas that were discussed around a possible strategic alliance between the Big 
12 and the Pac-10.” 

When you say “concepts and ideas” to what are you specifically referring?  

“I guess the very concrete area of cooperation through such a strategic alliance would be television rights. First and 
foremost, any alliance between our two conferences would be centered around the pooling of television rights from the Big 
12 schools and the Pac-10 schools so that we could go to market together. If you take all the Big 12 markets and the Pac-
10 markets, you've got 33 percent of all U.S. TV households. It would be a very significant and formidable alliance from a 
media value perspective. So that would be the concrete underpinning of any alliance between us. There are other things 
that have been talked about, but in fairness, those are still at a conceptual stage, like scheduling, collaborating between us 
for more Big 12-Pac-10 matchups. And cooperation on officiating and governance. So those ideas are less developed, but 
the concrete underpinning would be TV.” 

Have you asked the NCAA for a waiver that would allow the Pac-10 to have a football championship game without 
12 teams?  

“We have not made a formal request. It is something we have discussed amongst other conference commissioners and we 
believe we would have support for such a proposal, but we haven't made any request. That would be premature.” 
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You recently hired a firm to help evaluate expansion opportunities among other things. What answers are you 
looking for from them that you might not already have?  

“We've hired Creative Artists Agency, the leading entertainment agency in the world based out of Los Angeles. They also 
have a media advisory group with deep experience in media evaluation, negotiation and the development of branding 
networks, which is something we're taking a serious look at. They're going to be helping consult with us on our media 
negotiations. They have been asked to work with us in looking at different scenarios we're contemplating regarding 
expansion and comparing it to our current structure and trying to place a value and give us some analysis. What would be 
the concrete media value to the conference of different scenarios. Then the third thing that they're doing is helping us with 
some of our new brand marketing plans, adding an entertainment component also technology. A lot of our markets are in 
Silicone Valley and the technology corridor here on the West Coast. We're very much looking to enhance our transitioning 
and collaboration and being a leader in technology and entertainment.” 

We've read and heard a lot about other conferences waiting to see what the Big Ten does in its evaluation of 
conference expansion, but it's unlikely you would be courting many of the same schools if both conferences 
expand. Could the Pac-10 move first?  

“I can't speak to how other conferences are thinking about it. We, starting from last summer, talked about this expansion 
analysis we were going to be doing. So we're on course with the same objectives and the same time frames that I talked 
about nine months ago. Frankly, nothing has changed for us. We're going about our work analytically, strategically and 
deliberately and nothing has changed. I don't see what the Big Ten does that is going to tangibly affect us or our analysis 
of options. It may be different for other conferences or schools, but we're looking at expansion to the extent it could add 
value for our conference, and that really hasn't changed.” 

So it is inaccurate to say the Pac-10 is waiting on the Big Ten to do something?  

“That would certainly be inaccurate. I don't know when the Big Ten might decide what they're going to do, but it's not going 
to affect our timing. We could very well decide before they decide. They might decide before us. I don't know and I don't 
think it matters in terms of what we're going to do. I think their analysis and what they're going to do affects a different part 
of the country than what we're looking at.” 

A lot of scenarios have been put out there by various people from remaining at 10 to expanding by two, four or six 
or adding your own television network and a football championship game. Have any of those scenarios been 
eliminated yet?  

“No. We're still, I'd say, at an early stage. Now just to be clear, I think those scenarios are speculation and have been put 
out, I think, by the media. I haven't put out any scenarios and won't.” 

What qualities does a school have to possess for the Pac-10 to consider inviting it to the conference?  

“Well. We're starting the analysis by looking at the volume that would get added to the Pac-10 potentially, and that's why a 
deeper level of rigorous analysis is now going to start. So first and foremost, we're looking at the value proposition in terms 
of our media reach and the revenues that would flow to the conference. That is twinned with the fact that the current NCAA 
regulations you have to have 12 teams in your conference to have a football championship. So in parallel, we're analyzing 
what the potential value of a football championship would be to our conference. That is first and foremost what our analysis 
is centered around. We're also looking, of course, at athletic excellence and academics.” 

How significant are the academic reputation and performance of possible candidates?  

“It will be of paramount importance to our presidents. Seven of our 10 schools are AAU research institutions and the other 
three are very high Carnegie Research institutions. Our conference very much prides itself on its academic excellence 
twinned with athletic excellence. We're a conference that is proud to have some of the finest academic and research 
institutions in the country and some of the most esteemed, and some of those schools happen to also be some of the most 
prolific athletically. The Pac-10 is a conference that has won more NCAA championships than any other. So it's these twin 
goals of athletic and academic excellence which are the DNA of the Pac-10 conference. We're looking for that academic, 
cultural and athletic fit, and that will be the lens that this all gets looked at from.” 

The idea of moving to the Pac-10 has been greeted by Colorado fans with a lot of enthusiasm and support without 
even an invitation or knowledge that one will come. Are you aware of that? Does it impact the Pac-10 view of the 
school in any way?  
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“I'm resisting and will continue to resist commenting on any individual school or any individual scenario. I can appreciate 
the question, but I don't really want to comment on any school or scenario in particular.” 

You're obviously looking to expand television revenue. Can you do that without expanding into the Mountain and 
possibly Central time zones?  

“Certainly. College sports has been significantly undervalued. The recent deals that the SEC has done with ESPN and that 
the Big Ten has done with the formation of their network have raised the bar, and other conferences that are going to sell 
their TV rights are certainly going to see an uplift. The ACC is in the market right now to negotiate their rights, and while I'm 
not privy to any of those discussions, I suspect you're going to see them get a significant increase in their television rights 
without any expansion. I think the Pac-10 is in the same situation. College football, in particular, has never been more 
successful in terms of TV ratings, attendance. And this is a very robust media market. So there is a lot of dynamics out 
there that give me confidence that without any changes in our current form as Pac-10, with some of the changes that we're 
making in our current framework, in terms of how we're branding, marketing and positioning the conference, we're going to 
see a significant uplift in our media value in our current form. That's what makes the media analysis regarding expansion a 
little bit more complicated. We've got to look at it from the perspective of how much improvement are we going to see with 
the measures that we're implementing in our current footprint versus the added value other schools might potentially bring 
to the conference and what new media markets might potentially bring to the conference.” 

What are the minimum requirements you're looking for in terms of a school's ability to help expand your 
television footprint? Is there a certain number or percentage of households that you know you will need to 
consider that school for expansion?  

“We haven't articulated any minimum requirements in terms of market. The only thing I would say is that in terms of adding 
more value, in all likelihood, we're most likely to do that if we're looking at markets we're not already in.” 

Is there a scenario that does not include the state of Texas which expands the conference east of the Mountain 
time zone?  

“Again, I'm not going to comment on any individual school or scenario.” 

Is it possible the Pac-10 could help defray the cost for a school to leave its conference and join the Pac-10 if the 
conference opts to expand?  

“That is a hypothetical I don't want to comment on.” 

Given that you start your next round of television negotiations early next year, when could we expect to know 
whether the Pac-10 is going to expand and possibly see invitations issued?  

“I'm not sure at exactly what pace our analysis and internal discussions will proceed. We don't have a definitive timeline 
except to say our process will, our presidents would like to see it concluded by the end of this year.” 

You have meetings coming again in a few weeks, do you expect this topic to dominate those meetings and do you 
expect any significant developments at that time?  

“We have summer meetings with our key stakeholder groups, including a meeting with our presidents and chancellors in 
early June. Certainly we will be discussing this topic. Our presidents and chancellors are very engaged generally and 
specifically with this topic, and they are the group that would ultimately make any decisions. But don't expect any definitive 
decisions or any news to come out of our meetings.”  
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